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hair usually does not fall out at first and these tiny pus-filled pimples are not noticed unless the skin is examined with the hands. When the pus is squeezed out of one of the pustules and examined under the microscope, numerous mites may be seen. From this it will be recognized that deep scrapings are necessary for a successful laboratory test. If the skin is scraped lightly, no mites will be found. There is no successful treatment that can be depended on to penetrate into the glands and follicles and destroy the mites. It is hoped on this account that the disease will never become very common. Dogs have a similar variety of mange which is extremely difficult to treat and in many cases the destruction of the dog is advisable when large areas of the skin are affected.
Prevention of all kinds of scab
If sheep are on open pasture at the time of treatment, it will be best to avoid this infected field for a month or two. The buildings where the sheep were housed should be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected with ^ordinary sheep dip, all the litter removed and burned and the flock kept away from the other bedding spots.
Newly-purchased sheep should be carefully examined before they are added to the home flock and an added precaution would be to quarantine them for at least two weeks for a period of observation.
Sheep maggots
Maggots are merely a stage in the life of one of the common blow-flies. The flies that attack sheep are the same as those that cause maggots in cattle. A complete description of these flies and their habits is given in Part I. Maggot infestation of sheep is prevalent in the Southwest, but is not uncommon in the North. Contrary to general belief, maggot infection is a serious problem and many animals die each year from this cause. The blow-fly responsible for this trouble closely resembles the house-fly.